Manisha Gupta Jaipur; Rajasthan

The special intellectual property rights articles made great reading.

Karan Bhatia says, “IPR is as important for India as infrastruc-
ture.” Protecting IP rights of creators is becoming increasingly vital
and creating an IPR protection infrastructure is an urgent next step.
India has been recognized as the “human resource capital” and
“knowledge capital” of the world. It is also the “intellectual proper-
ty capital” of the world. The WTO and TRIPS regime have
shifted focus from tangible assets to
intangible ones. For creative industries
and small and medium knowledge-
based enterprises, innovation, IP cre-
ation and IP protection are key compo-
nents of survival.

As Dominic Keating has mentioned, |
IPR protection is important for all sec-
tors—art to software to consumer prod-
ucts. I would like to extend this to our...cul-
tural traditional knowledge. Protection of the
IPR of deserving, grassroots, creative communi-
ties is an important route for wealth generation for
the rural poor and the general sustainable devel-
opment of our country.

Protecting IPR...acts as an incentive for fur-
ther creation and innovation and also helps con-
tain the menace of fakes. The recent spate of
copyright infringement cases in the fashion and
film industries in India are indication enough to
urgently create an IPR infrastructure that will
help convert the threats of globalization into
business opportunities.
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Per se the argument in favor of intellectual property
rights—copyright, trademark, patent—is well taken. But
the knowledge production through technology and discov-
eries in physical, medical, engineering sciences has by
and large come from the Western world, more so from the
United States. ...So if the knowledge producing countries
of the West insist on intellectual property rights they are
right to a great extent. After all, they have produced the
knowledge and they want to reap the maximum economic
benefits out of it.

Humanity and compassion, altruism, does not cut
much ice when it comes to money. ...And the non-knowl-
edge producing countries would love to copy, imitate and
gain maximum benefits out of the ready-made knowledge
which is available in the West or anywhere in the world.

The bottom line to me, an ordinary citizen of India and
a citizen of the world, is that knowledge producing coun-
tries of the West in particular, who go hammer
and tongs when it comes to defending and

espousing the cause of intellectual property

rights, should have a little compassionate

outlook and try to be less money-minded or
profit-driven.

S.M. Goyal Ajmer; Rajasthan
Decades back American sociologist
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