
United States especially for the USIBC event, and had meetings
planned all week.

“We have resources but we don’t have the expertise, which
the United States has...I came to have discussions with our
friends here, to bring dynamism to the sector,” he said. India’s
miners are looking to dig deeper than before, and also for clean
coal technology—both areas of U.S. advantage. 

Cooperation in clean energy was a major theme among both
businessmen and government officials. U.S. Commerce Secretary
Gary Locke praised India’s National Action Plan on Climate
Change, and spoke about the March trade mission of 14 U.S.
solar-energy companies.

“This was the first U.S. government trade mission to India
under President Obama’s administration, and it focused on
exactly the kind of strategic trade development that we see in
our future relationship,” he said.

India’s Ambassador to the United States Meera Shankar also
described energy goals as a priority. “I would like to see the
nuclear agreement between India and the U.S. transformed into
concrete prospects for business collaboration in the nuclear
energy sector,” she said. Former U.S. Ambassador to India
David C. Mulford had similar thoughts. 

“India understands that they now have the challenge to build
a modern, sophisticated, well-regulated, national civil nuclear
industry,” he said, “and that in doing so, they will make a major
contribution to the efficiency of their growth and the cleaning,
over time, of the world’s atmosphere.” 

Having come so far
Candidly looking back on how much the U.S.-India relation-

ship has evolved, Clinton characterized the period between
India’s founding and the end of the Cold War, as “colored by
uncertainty.” The second stage saw the two countries moving
closer under President Bill Clinton and culminating in the
nuclear agreement under President George W. Bush.

Participants agreed that the transformation from the 1990s was
remarkable. They credited India’s economic liberalization, thriv-
ing democracy, global trade, and one more important entity, the
USIBC. “I have to say that Ron Somers, the president of the

USIBC, has brought a passion to his job,” Ambassador Shankar
said in an interview. “It’s more than a job... it’s a mission.”

Somers participated in every event of the busy summit,
despite undergoing chemotherapy. And he was already planning
for the future, describing the second annual “Green India” sum-
mit, an event centered around clean water and energy that will
take place this October in New Delhi. 

With tough times all around, Indra K. Nooyi, PepsiCo CEO
and USIBC chairman, summed up the sentiment of many pres-
ent. “I suspect that the key to emerging from this economic cri-
sis as quickly and strongly as possible is strengthening relation-
ships around the world. This very relationship…” Nooyi said,
“is a great example of what I am talking about.”

Erica Lee Nelson is a Washington, D.C.-based writer. She and her
husband, Indian photographer Sebastian John, married in New Delhi.
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The Muslim Business Council
of India inaugurated its
Kolkata branch during an

interactive session with more than
160 people, at the American
Center, in June. Consul General
Beth Payne highlighted President
Barack Obama’s commitment to
forge stronger ties with Muslim
communities, underscoring mes-
sages delivered in the president’s
June 4 speech in Cairo, Egypt.
General secretary of the council,
Mohammed Ariff, explained the

benefits of Islamic banking for the
economic growth of not only
Muslims in India, but also for the
entire country. 

The business council’s Web site
(http://www.mbcoi.com/), which is
expected to link more than 500
Muslim-owned businesses across
India, was unveiled at the event. A
special edition of the e-book
Muslim Educational Uplift: How to
Achieve This Goal? by M.K.A.
Siddiqui was also released during
the program.

Kolkata Public Affairs Officer
Douglas Kelly unveils an e-book
at the inauguration of the Muslim
Business Council branch.

Muslim Business Council
By RAFIQUE ANWAR
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