
Nicky Cajetan Cardozo Mumbai
The cover of the March/April issueof SPAN has fired my imaginationand myself to cool down the Earth.

Vaskar Das Noida, Uttar Pradesh

The cover of the March/April issue

of SPAN does not reflect any idea

of climate change; it appears

more like a laundry churner.

Mohan Singh Amritsar, Punjab

The color orange on the cover of SPAN suggests a seething oven

reducing every achievement of man to ashes and points to glob-

al warming.

N. Natarajan
Vickramasingapuram, Tamil Nadu

I’m happy to know the percentage of eligible
women who actually voted surpassed the
percentage of qualified men casting ballots.
This is also like in India.

Z. Munshi Jammu, Jammu & Kashmir

“Cultural Ambassadors: The Impact of

Fulbright in India” by Jane E. Schukoske

is a good presentation. It was fascinating

to read something informative on cultural

ambassadors from the U.S. Who among

the educationists or people associated

with education is not aware of the great

philanthropist and humanist—Fulbright.

Most of our top universities and technical

institutions owe their excellence to these

cultural ambassadors from the U.S. who

have been working in them from time to

time. As teachers, we Indians could get a lot of exposure to the

latest U.S. technology and innovative methods of learning and

teaching both scientific and non-scientific topics.

S.M. Goyal Ajmer, Rajasthan

Though no clear-cut scenario
is predicted in “An Uncertain
Truth,” one truth seems evi-
dent. Because of the foul emis-
sions from an unprecedented
rise in the number of vehicles,
industries, factories and house-
hold appliances, the atmos-
phere is likely to be violated to
the extent of making living
miserable. The unhealthy cli-
mate changes are the result of
the ignorance of humans who
un ashamedly consider themselves educated and wealthy. Of
course, designs of the creator are enigmatic and he alone knows
what to do, when, how and why.
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What Do 
American Women

Voters Want?
By KELLYANNE CONWAY
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Women comprise more than half of the U.S. electorate and
have influenced election outcomes for more than 80 years.

T
he average woman in the United States wakes up each morn-

ing to a myriad of responsibilities, curiosities and concerns,

none of which are political, per se, but all of which are

affected by political and governmental action. These issues

might include: Is my child learning in this school? Is this

neighborhood safe? If I switch jobs, will I lose my health insur-

ance? Is Social Security income enough for my parents to keep

their house and not deplete their savings?

Since 1964 American women have comprised a majority of the

eligible electorate, but it was not until 1980 that the percentage of

eligible women who actually voted surpassed the percentage of

qualified men casting ballots. For all the angst by the statisticians

that a fraction of women seek or hold elective office in the United

States (and that a woman has never been elected president),

women voters have influenced electoral outcomes for more than

eight decades, deciding on presidents and precedents in a way that

has shaped public policy directly and dramatically.

Women tend to favor incumbents, especially for president, pre-

ferring to stick with a trusted brand already on the shelf rather

than trying something new and unknown. In fact, the last three

presidents who won reelection increased their support among

women in their second bids. Women are also reliably pro-incum-

bent in congressional elections, evidencing more consistency in

their voting patterns than men. Ironically, this natural bias toward

reelecting incumbents is one reason many women who run for

office as challengers are unsuccessful.

The female nonvoter has been ignored by politicians, parties,

pundits and professional consultants, who seem obsessed instead

with “likely” or “swing” voters. In the 2004 presidential election,

more than half (54.5 percent) of women between the ages of 18

and 24 did not vote. However, women in this age bracket voted at

a higher rate than their male counterparts, only 40 percent of

whom cast ballots. At the other end of the age spectrum, only 29

percent of women aged 65 to 74 did not vote, compared to 26.1
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Selvi Ignatia Baxter
Chennai 

“It’s Time to Make Peace
with the Planet” is scary and
alarming. There are a num-
ber of articles and books on
global warming, but this
gives the glaring truth that
we have brought the Earth to
the Intensive Care Unit.

M. Saleem Kidwai New Delhi

As a Fulbrighter, I read with interest Jane E. Schukoske’s article

“Cultural Ambassadors: The Impact of Fulbright in India.” This program

has been instrumental in forging intimate and durable relationships

between people of different countries. Fulbright links provided me with

opportunities to participate in academic programs in many countries.

Moreover, on the sad demise of my mother, the Fulbright community

expressed their condolences and shared my grief and sorrow. They

also lauded my academic works. Second, after my participation in

Fulbright’s Visiting Specialist Program on Islam, a new course,

“America and the Muslim

World,” was launched at 

the School of International

Studies at Jawaharlal Nehru

University. The Fulbright pro-

gram is, undoubtedly, a use-

ful program which brings a

sea change in scholars like it

did in me.

Editor’s Note: Kidwai’s book,

US Policy Towards South Asia:

Focus on Sixty Years, was

released in April in New Delhi.
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F
or more than half a century, an American exchange pro-

gram has helped thousands of students, teachers, academ-

ics and professionals to dream and to achieve goals for

greater knowledge and understanding. In a quiet way, it

has touched the lives of those who studied, taught or did

research in the United States or India, and equipped them to share

their experience with others.

Some 14,500 “cultural ambassadors” who benefited from the

Fulbright program are today a large, collegial network promot-

ing collaborations between the two countries.

Paul Amstutz, a Fulbright math teacher, said in a blog entry

about his experience in India: 

“Everyone involved, from the students and teachers to the

gardening staff and daily rickshaw driver, to neighbors and

shopkeepers we’ve befriended, and each member of my own

family has been touched in so many positive ways.” 

For many, the application for a grant is their first opportunity to

try their hands at planning a proposal for a project abroad and

imagining life there. It is an open, merit-based competition and

emphasizes academic freedom. The United States Educational

Foundation in India (USEFI) administers the exchanges between

the two nations. Its selection committees of Indian and American

experts often provide advice to unsuccessful candidates on ways

to strengthen their proposals. Because the grants are competitive,

many more people benefit from the process itself. All have had the

chance to imagine themselves as cultural ambassadors abroad. 

American scholars visiting India sometimes gain a deeper

understanding of their own society and generate lasting impres-

sions, friendships and professional growth. In recent years, U.S.

scholars have taught forest economics in Mizoram, anthropolo-

gy and counseling in Chhattisgarh, and communications in

Haryana, learned about home-based neonatal care in

Maharashtra and discussed human resource issues in the infor-

mation technology sector with students in Jammu and Kashmir.

• John Tharakan, professor of chemical engineering at

Howard University in Washington, D.C., conducted research at

New College in Chennai, Tamil Nadu, on using biological meth-

ods to make hazardous waste less environmentally harmful and

organized a seminar on the subject.   

• Fran Oneal, a lecturer in international relations from the

University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa, taught at the Jawaharlal

Nehru University in New Delhi during her grant period. She also

spoke at a conference there on the influence of Indian Americans

on U.S. foreign policy, politics and media, the changes that

occurred in the United States following 9/11, and the intense

American academic interest in India as an emerging power. 

• Michael I. Kalinski from Kent State University in Ohio

taught the physiology and biochemistry of exercise and sport at

Netaji Subhas National Institute of Sports in Patiala, Punjab. 

Members of the participants’ families become cultural ambas-

sadors, too. 

• American biology professor Ragupathy Kannan lived with

his wife and son at G.B. Pant University in Uttarakhand in 2007.

While in Pantnagar, Kannan started a nature club and taught bird-

watching classes to promote awareness of the biodiversity of the

Terai and Kumaon Himalaya. His 10-year-old son, Amit, became

an avid birder and helped as a resource person on field trips.

Indian scholars who went to the United States offered their

perspectives on contemporary issues, apart from sharing their
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Cultural Ambassadors:

The Impact of Fulbright in India
By JANE E. SCHUKOSKE

Jane Schukoske (far right), USEFI’s executive director, interacts with

International Leadership in Education Program Fellows at a pre-

departure orientation in November 2007 in Chennai, Tamil Nadu.

The fellows (from left) are Boby P.R., Anitha K. Nair, USEFI staffers

Sarina Paranjape, Amrita Ghosh and Rama Krishnamurthy, with

U.S. Fulbright exchange teacher Sarah Shmitt. 
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