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J
ust left of the entrance to the tranquil
second floor of the T.S. Central State
Library in Chandigarh, people of var-
ied ages are busy browsing among
racks of books and magazines on the

United States. On March 28, this space, called the
American Corner, attracted literary enthusiasts
for a lecture by African American poet Al Young,
and in February a two-day workshop on media
ethics was organized here. Far to the southeast, in
Bhubaneswar, the Knowledge Centre, a private
library run by a retired doctor, is home to another
American Corner. In the west, Ahmedabad’s
American Corner is tucked into a management
school, the Ahmedabad Management Associa-
tion; and South India’s Corner is in Bangalore, on
the premises of Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, a
prominent cultural and educational organization.

For more than half a century, the primary
sources of information about the United States for
Indians were the American Center libraries, now
called the American Information Resource
Centers (AIRCs), in the four metros—New Delhi,
Chennai, Calcutta and Mumbai. Now, in a mod-
est outreach effort to extend these facilities and
customer services to other important parts of
India, the Public Affairs Section of the U.S.
Embassy has opened American Corners in four
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Chandigarh Corner (above);
Consul General in Mumbai
Angus T. Simmons inaugurating 
the American Corner at
Ahmedabad last September 8
(right); Dipti Panda at the
Bhubaneswar Corner (middle);
and a view of the Bangalore
Corner (far right).
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