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In the fields of study Georgia Tech would offer in Hyderabad,

Schuster points out India produces fewer than 500 doctoral grad-

uates a year. “Our courses will be aimed at creating a set of alum-

ni who will be successful entrepreneurs, thus producing new jobs

and new industries in India, as opposed to graduates seeking jobs

elsewhere,” he says.

Georgia Tech wants to be a pioneer in a new kind of U.S.-India

collaboration on education, but it’s not alone. In March, India’s

Union Cabinet approved the Foreign Educational Institutions Bill

for introduction in Parliament, though that has not yet occurred. 

The Indian legislation that is being considered would clarify

regulations for setting up campuses in India, a process which

many U.S. universities have found to be an obstacle. One pro-

posed provision of the bill is that foreign educational institutions

would invest 51 percent of the capital for a project, and all profits

would be reinvested in the Indian partner institution in most cases,

encouraging only serious educators. The foreign universities and

colleges would also have to ensure that the quality of the pro-

grams they offer in India is comparable to those on the home cam-

pus. Exemption from Indian reservation, admissions and tuitions

“The student understands that the
global knowledge society knows 
no boundaries. Now, it remains for
government and higher education
institutions, working in partnership
with the private sector, to match
their students’ ambitions.” 

—U.S. Under Secretary of State Karen P. Hughes
Mumbai, March 2007
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Educators and scholars in India and
the United States are scrambling to
keep up with the demands of stu-

dents and employers to prepare for, and be
effective in, our globalizing economies.
University campuses that we often imag-
ine as placid oases for contemplation and
scholarly discourse are seriously review-
ing their strategies for competitiveness in
the global market of ideas.

The libraries, colloquia and coffee shops will not disappear. Rather,
intellectual centers are finding new ways to collaborate across time and
distance and creating new partnerships that are revolutionizing the face
of contemporary education. The consequences will be enormous for
our global engagements, with vast opportunities for people to improve
their lives, as well as the welfare of their families, communities and
nations. 

India’s young people are well placed to benefit from the new global
knowledge marketplace. India is ahead of all other nations in sending its
students abroad for higher studies. More than 60 percent of the 123,000
Indian students abroad are in the United States. America welcomes more
students from India than from any other country in the world.

We have devoted almost half of SPAN’s annual “education issue” to
information for these prospective students and their parents, including
insights from recent U.S. graduates, choosing an appropriate institu-
tion, tips on visas, what to pack, housing and using research tools.

In India, where 54 percent of the population is under 25, young peo-
ple have aspirations that cannot be met without higher education. Not
everyone can afford to study abroad, but Americans are eagerly joining
with Indian educators to bring the best educational opportunities
here—to build campuses, exchange faculty and students, and conduct
joint research on subjects as varied as agriculture, fighting disease and
exploring space. 

In our main story, “U.S.-India Higher Education,” Sebastian John
outlines some of the collaborative efforts underway between Indian and
American institutions and individual scholars and researchers, and
describes others that as yet are only dreams.

Our cover captures a moment of joy in learning and intellectual
achievement that we can all remember from our experiences as young
people. It shows two schoolgirls from Bangalore learning to use a
school computer. The girls are experiencing a new world of education
beyond their families’ dreams because of a collaboration between
Indians and Americans trying to make the very best in education avail-
able to all. Their story, by Richa Varma, on the use of radio, TV and
computers to train teachers and inspire children in rural India reflects
the vision of another dreamer, Mohandas K. Gandhi: “Money invested
in the promotion of learning gives a 10-fold return to the people, even
as a seed sown in good soil returns a good crop.”

We agree, and hope you do, too.
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Above: Indian students read
brochures from among 32
American universities at the
Linden U.S. University Fair in
Bangalore, Karnataka, in 2006. 

Left: Gary B. Schuster, provost
of Georgia Tech, exchanges a
memorandum of understanding
in June 2007 with Andhra
Pradesh government officials:
(left to right) Chief Minister
Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy,
Technical Education Minister R.
Chenga Reddy and C.B.S.
Venkataramana, principal
secretary for higher education.
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G
eorgia, in the southern United States, is known for its

sweet peaches and busy airport. Aviation, cell phone

equipment and paper pulp are key export industries.

However, as the state eyes increasing trade with India in

the coming years, it is not simply investing in business

delegations or marketing offices. It’s looking for faculty and

hoping to build a state-of-the-art research campus in Hyderabad,

Andhra Pradesh.

In fact, The Georgia Institute of Technology (Georgia Tech)

aims to become the first American university in India to offer

U.S.-recognized graduate degrees identical to those received by

students at its American campus in Atlanta. Dr. Gary B.

Schuster, provost of Georgia Tech, says the Hyderabad campus

would  “focus on new research areas that are critical to the

growth of India’s economy, but will also provide unique market

opportunities for U.S. economic interests.” The planners are

already talking with corporations to set up research facilities

and other collaborations. Students in courses such as power dis-

tribution, solar energy and infrastructure engineering would be

taught by permanent Georgia Tech faculty and have opportuni-

ties to finish their degrees in the United States, according to a

memorandum of understanding between the university and the

Andhra Pradesh government signed on June 5, 2007.

A new initiative from President George W. Bush and the U.S.

State Department to increase cooperation with foreign universi-

ties has further encouraged American higher education institu-

tions to consider unique ways to establish themselves in India

and elsewhere.

U.S.-India Higher EducationU.S.-India Higher Education
Exchanges of students, professors, research and laboratory access can meet the
growing demand for more top-quality instruction and high-value degrees.

By SEBASTIAN JOHN


