
F
or a surprisingly large number of
bright young people [in the United
States], Teach For America—which
sends recent college graduates into
poor rural and urban schools for two

years for the same pay and benefits as other
beginning teachers at those schools—has
become the next step after graduation. It is the
postcollege, do-good program with buzz, draw-
ing those who want to contribute to improving
society while keeping their options open,
building an ever-more impressive résumé and
delaying long-term career decisions. 

This year, Teach For America drew appli-
cations from [16 percent of the senior class at
Spelman College in Georgia, 11 percent of
Yale University’s in Connecticut, 10 percent
of Georgetown University’s in Washington,
D.C., and 9 percent of Harvard University’s
in Massachusetts. The group also recruits for
diversity, and this year 28 percent of the

An Indian woman attends a U.S. university on
a sports scholarship? Why not? A math and
science whiz with U.S. colleges beating

down his door picks the one that will let him take
poetry and piano classes? A young woman con-

sidering the medical field spends her first four university years reading
only the world’s great books? Some of the brightest and best American
graduates put off engineering, business, medical and legal career paths
so they can teach at the country’s neediest schools for two years?
What’s going on? It’s the new world of different choices and different
roads to education. And we are celebrating this diversity of ideas and
opportunities with articles by young Indians and Americans in SPAN’s
annual education-focused issue.

Americans and Indians share a passionate commitment to educa-
tion. We realize it opens all the doors of the future for us, our children
and our nations. We believe it is desirable that every child is educated
and yet, in both of our countries, that is not yet happening. This is why
we’ve opened this issue with articles on the Teach For America pro-
gram, which has its counterpart in the recently born Teach For India.
The program lures graduates with top academic credentials to compete
against each other for the chance to share their valuable knowledge with
kids who have had fewer opportunities. To give back to their country, to
gain some maturity before making major life choices, to learn some-
thing different about conditions outside their experience and to impact
someone else in a positive way are among the attractions. Wendy Kopp
developed the idea for Teach For America as part of her senior thesis at
Princeton University, then got corporate and philanthropic sponsors,
and help from a governmental organization, Americorps. She is sharing
these new approaches as a member of the executive board of Teach For
India. 

We explore another kind of alternate route in “America’s Oddball
Museums” and “Roadside Curiosities,” travel articles written with
humor by Lauren Monsen. The road trip, an icon of American culture
representing the enjoyment of space and freedom, is celebrated in
books, literature, poems and songs. 

Americans are about to make some big choices on who will be run-
ning our government for the next four years. To acquaint you with the
two principal candidates for president, Domenick DiPasquale has writ-
ten profiles of John McCain and Barack Obama, while Michelle Austein
has explained the history of vice presidents, and Caitlin Fennerty tells
about the roles of Indian Americans in the elections to be held in
November.

We hope you’ll read all the articles in SPAN, and let us know which
ones you like best and why. Send us your comments on the card just
before this page and you might win a prize!
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